PREFACE.
Vll
work the present biography is under obligation, as the foot notes exhibit, especially for extracts (the briefest possible) from Poe's correspondence with
women.    The letters designated  "Poe to ------,"
and accredited to Ingram's " Life" where they had been previously printed, were placed at the author's disposal by their owner; and for this favor, as well as for a copy of the Addenda to " Eureka," he desires to express his thanks.
Notwithstanding the amount of printed matter regarding Poe, his life has not been exhaustively treated. The larger portion of the following pages consists of wholly new information, or of old statements so radically corrected as to become new. In preparing this the author has been indebted to tlie assistance of very many persons, of whom he can thank by name only a few, but he trusts that the lack of any public acknowledgment will not be misconstrued as neglect. Not to enter upon minor matters and the incessant corrections of detail made by the present volume, the account of J?oe's parentage and marriage is for the first time given according to the facts, from original investigation. The discovery of the papers that settle Poe's history during the years concerning which nothing whatever has hitherto been
